1914]     AISNE   TO   FIKST   BATTLE   OF   YPRES

army could be hurled at the gap between Lille and
the sea. A campaign is full of surprises, and this
one had by now taken on the character of a siege.
Germany had been forced to accept the position,
and was penned behind a line of entrenchments run-
ning in the West from Lille to Switzerland. The
one sally-port was West Flanders, and without delay
that bolt-hole must be stopped. On 29th September
he formally approached Joffre, and on 1st October
the French Commander-in-Chief accepted the plan.
The French and British Staffs worked in perfect
concord, and the result was a brilliant piece of trans-
port. We won the race to the sea, but only by the
narrowest margin. The Germans' sally was stronger
than we had dreamed, and a host of new corps, of
which the investing force from Antwerp was only a
small part, was about to pour westward over the
Flanders flats. How the pass was held will be the
subject of a later chapter. The movement of the
British northward marked the end of the second phase
of the war. In the first, which ended before the
Marne, the Allies were on the defensive before the
great German " out-march." In the second, which
included the Battles of the Marne and the Aisne,
they had the offensive ; but after the defeat of the
Marne the Germans regained the initiative, and com-
pelled the Allies to accept the kind of battle they
had chosen. Presently the Allies changed their
plans, and endeavoured to hoist the enemy with
his own petard, the enveloping movement; but,
while seeking to envelop him, they found them-
selves in danger of envelopment. He was soon to
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